INTERVIEW ANTONIOS KARATZIKOS

1. How did you live your re-election as an international coordinator? The result ended up in a tie... 
  Well, being elected in a situation like this just brings mixed feelings. The rules of OGAE International suggest that in a case of a tie, the eldest gets the job! I was 11 years older than my fellow candidate, so that brought me here for a 3rd time. I should say I’m more than thrilled about it.
2. What does being international coordinator mean to you?
  It means exactly what the title says. To oversee every OGAE International activity, take care of all schedules and deadlines and keep all conversations and voting procedures running democratically and smoothly.
3. What do you expect from the next two years? 
  I expect to gain the same level of respect from all presidents and finish the big plan we prepared for OGAE International the previous 2 years. I want to leave this post by giving the maximum effort possible. I also want to see a more close collaboration between EBU and OGAE, for the next 2 contests.
4. Tell us, what’s Ogae International and what is its function?

  OGAE International is a big organization consisting of Eurovision related fan clubs which, with a few exceptions,  bring the brand of OGAE in their names. Its main purpose is to promote the contest through various activities during the whole year, especially the preparatory period, where all the national finals take place and of course, during the 14 days of the big event!
5. And what’s the role of different clubs in each country like OGAE Spain or OGAE Greece?

  Clubs usually act separately regarding their activities inside the country. Their main goal is to gather all fans under a big umbrella and deliver the goods to each one of them. Eurovision is a big party not to be missed, so there is no place for fights or anger. Everything has to run smoothly and every president or board has to take care of this.

6. Which is the relation between EBU and OGAE International?
  I would say that is more than satisfactory. Since last year we started some conversations and we look forward to do bigger things for Oslo. EBU is aware that fans are the “heart and soul” of Eurovision so we are taken care of! Hope that this lasts forever.
7. Will you introduce any changes in the current format of ESC?

  There is a big discussion which will take place soon enough. I will ask for all presidents’ suggestions regarding the current format and then I will forward them to EBU executives. I know that they listen when it comes to our opinion. They really want to keep everyone satisfied, so our voice will be heard.

8. This year in Moscow we have a mixed system of votes with jury and televotes. What do you think about it and the results?

  To tell you the truth I expected a bigger turnover when it came to the results. Logically some countries shouldn’t be that high with the jury voting. So something went definitely wrong there. Some other countries also, were extremely low with no logic at all, Spain for example. I think that there should be a very serious consideration for next year!

9. In your opinion, what’s the future of ESC with these changes?

  Changes never stop, so I guess we will be introduced with some new ones next year. I hope that some fault decisions taken for the previous year, will now be fixed. So, I don’t think there is a steady formula, which we can criticize right now.

10. Which countries do you think prepare for ESC better than others, taking more interest?
  We all know these countries, as they usually land in the Top 10! It’s a matter of decision from the public broadcaster and how much money they decide to spend on their respective project. This is also a subject to change for each country next year. We may see countries which didn’t use to prepare well for ESC, giving their best effort ever!
11. What about the participation of spanish television in ESC? Do you think TVE takes enough interest? 

  I think that this year they tried really hard. Spain had an excellent song, but I think its presentation could be much better. Probably this is where the reason lies for the bad result. But I think for each country there should be an artistic vision shared by both the artist and the broadcaster. No one can do it completely on their own. I think that Spain could easily claim their third victory with the right combination!
